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VOLUME SEVEN, NUMBER FORTY-NINE 


Mr. Wilson 
Archbishop Jordan 


At the sixty-first annual Convocation of The University of Alberta, 3,400 degrees 
will be conferred. LOUIS DESROCHERS, Chancellor of the University, will preside. 
Convocation part one, May 31, will include the graduates in Business Administration 
and Commerce, Engineering, and Science. At part two, on June 1, the graduates in 
Agriculture, Arts, Law, and Physical Education will receive their degrees. On June 2, 
at part three, degrees will be presented to graduates of the Faculty of Education and 
the Schools of Household Economics and Library Science. Part four, on June 3, 
will include the graduating students in the Faculties of Dentistry, Graduate Studies, 
Medicine and Medical Laboratory Science, Nursing, and Rehabilitation Medicine. 
Honorary Doctor of Laws will be presented to eight persons, four of whom are 
alumni of the University; their biographies follow. 


IAN McTAGGART COWAN 


IAN_MC TAGGART COWAN was born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1910. It was only three 
years later that he took up residence in 
Vancouver, where he still lives. In 1932 he 
received his Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of British Columbia and in 1935 
his Doctor of Philosophy in Zoology from 
the University of California. He then returned 
to Vancouver where he married Joyce Stewart 
Racey, and became an Assistant Biologist 
with the British Columbia Provincial Museum. 
In 1938 he became Assistant Director of the 
Museum. He joined the staff of the University 
of British Columbia in 1940 as an Assistant 
Professor of Zoology, becoming a Professor in 
1945. He became Head of the Zoology 
Department in 1953, and Dean of Graduate 
Studies, a position he still holds, in 1964. 

Dr. McTaggart Cowan’s contributions to the 
fields of conservation and wildlife management 
are highly regarded throughout the world. His 
studies of the environmental physiology of 
mammals of western North America have been 
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particularly relevant to the development of 
biology in Canada. Dr. McTaggart Cowan’s 
many,papers of mammals, birds, parasites, and 
diseases of mammals have been published in 
numerous technical journals. He has served as 
a consulting Biologist for the National Parks 
of Canada, as President of the American 
Wildlife Society, on the National Research 
Council of Canada and the Fisheries Research 
Board of Canada. 

In 1971 he received a Medal of Service, 
Order of Canada. Ian McTaggart Cowan is 
distinguished as a speaker, writer, and 
administrator in his field of zoology and man’s 
use of his environment. 


FRITS WENT 


The visit of FRITS WARMOLT WENT, the man 
who designed the first controlled climate 
laboratories for plant research, coincides with 
the opening of The University of Alberta’s 
Biological Sciences Building, which houses some 
of the most comprehensive of these facilities 
in North America. 


Dr. Shaner 


Dr. Stanley 


Frits Went was born in Utrecht, the 
Netherlands, in 1903. By 1927 he had earned 
his Bachelor of Arts, his Master of Arts, and his 
Doctor of Philosophy from the University of 
Utrecht. Following his graduation, Dr. Went 
left the Netherlands and took a position as a 
plant physiologist at the Botanic Gardens in 
Buitenzorg, Java. He remained in Java through 
1931 when he was an instructor in Botany at 
the Medical College in Batavia. In 1933 he 
went to the California Institute of Technology 
as an Assistant Professor in Plant Physiology. 
He became a Professor in 1935 and remained at 
the Institute until 1958. 

At the California Institute of Technology 
Dr. Went designed, built and directed the 
Earhart Plant Research Laboratory, or 
“Phytotron.” This was the first major 
installation in the world where the principal 
components of climate—temperature, light, 
humidity, and wind—could be varied 
independently to study the effects upon growth 
and development of plants. Dr. Went’s work 
with the Phytotron established that plants are 
influenced by day, night, and seasonal 
temperature cycles, and that plant responses 
are coupled with a twenty-four hour rhythm 
characteristic of all living things on earth. 

In 1958 Dr. Went became Director of the 
Missouri Botanic Garden in St. Louis, where he 
built a “Climatron” in which gradations of 
temperature were achieved by two air 
conditioning systems. Dr. Went is presently a 
Distinguished Professor at the Desert Research 
Institute, the University of Nevada. He is a 
member of the National Academy of Sciences 
of the United States, and has received honorary 
degrees from the University of Paris, McGill 
University, Methodist Central University, and 
Uppsala University. 


Dr. Parsons 
Dr. McTaggart Cowan 


ANTHONY JORDAN 


The Most Reverend ANTHONY JORDAN, 
O.M.I., was born in Uphall, West Lothian, 
Scotland in 1901. In 1913 he came to 
Alberta with his family, and attended 
school first at Taber and Drumheller, then in 
Edmonton. In 1921, Anthony Jordan joined 
the Congregation of the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, entering the Ville La Salle 
novitiate in Quebec. He returned to Edmonton 
in 1922 to continue his studies for the 
priesthood at St. John’s juniorate; and later 
went to Sacred Heart Scholasticate at Lebret, 
Saskatchewan. He was ordained a priest in 
1929. After one year at St. Patrick’s College 
in Ottawa, he was appointed Curate of 
St. Augustine’s Parish, Vancouver. He was 
named Pastor of that parish in 1935, and 
remained until 1941. After some years in 
Ottawa, he became Vicar Apostolic of Prince 
Rupert, in 1945. He was consecrated a 
Bishop in St. Albert in 1945. He was appointed 
Archbishop of Silio and Coadjutor Archbishop 
of Edmonton in 1955, and succeeded as 
Archbishop of Edmonton in 1964. 

During his years as head of the Catholic 
community in Edmonton, Archbishop Jordan 
has promoted a spirit of ecumenism and 
co-operation between Roman Catholics and 
those of other faiths. He re-organized the 
newspaper The Western Catholic Reporter in 
1965 for “all the people of God of Alberta.” 
He established a nine-member ecumenical 
commission of priests, nuns, and lay people in 
1968 to arrange ecumenical gatherings and 
promote unity among Christians and other 
religions. 

In 1969, Archbishop Jordan established 
Newman Theological College in conjunction 
with St. Joseph’s Seminary in St. Albert. 
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Newman Theological College offers two 
general programs, one leading to the degree of 
Master of Theology, the other to a Master of 
Religious Science. 

Through the Canadian Catholic Conference 
the Archbishop has made evident his views 
on the development of the modern church 
through co-operation amongst the world’s 
religions and on aid to the poor of the world. 
Archbishop Jordan has emphasized continuing 
education programs in and beyond his 
archdiocese. 


ARTHUR WILSON 

The contribution made by ARTHUR MC EWAN 
WILSON to the agriculture industry in Alberta 
can be tabulated to cover soil conservation, 
weed and pest control, and the introduction of 
new grain varieties, but even so can not be fully 
appreciated. Mr. Wilson’s accomplishments 
represent the cooperation between agriculture 
scientists, government, and the farmers of the 
province. 

Arthur Wilson grew up in the Killam district 
of Alberta, attended high school in Calgary, 
and Normal School in Camrose. He taught 
school in rural Alberta for four years before 
coming to The University of Alberta. He 
received his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture in 1932 and his Master 
of Science in 1934. After graduation he was 
appointed instructor at the Vermilion School 
of Agriculture, where he remained until it was 
closed during the war years. He took 
post-graduate work in plant pathology and 
plant genetics at the University of Minnesota. 
In 1941, Arthur Wilson was transferred to the 
Field Crops Branch of the Alberta Department 
of Agriculture and in 1942 he was appointed 
Field Crops Commissioner. In 1965 he became 


Mr. MacGregor 


Dr. Went 


Director of the Plant Industry Division, Alberta 
Department of Agriculture, a position in which 
he remained until his retirement in 1970. 
Arthur Wilson has been a leader in many 
projects in the past thirty years which have 
proven invaluable to Alberta’s farmers and 
consumers. He is partially responsible for the 
close working relationship which exists with 
municipal governments, established through 
legislation through the Agricultural Service 
Board. He helped to establish a seed growers 
organization to multiply and distribute 
improved varieties of grain and forage crops. 
There are now over sixty farmer operated 
seed cleaning plants in Alberta; these were one 
of Mr. Wilson’s projects. He was instrumental 
in the formation of “KROOA”—Keep Rats out 
of Alberta—which has held a line on the 
Eastern border of Alberta for twenty years. 
Many tree nurseries, crop laboratories and 
horticultural stations reflect his efforts. Credit 
belongs to Mr. Wilson’s co-workers, the 
government and farmers as well, but no less to 
this dedicated man. 


J. G. MacGREGOR 


On June 2, the day he receives an honorary 
degree from The University of Alberta, JAMES 
GRIERSON MAC GREGOR will be sixty-six years 
old, sixty-five years of which he has spent in 
Alberta. He was brought by his parents from 
his birthplace in Scotland to a homestead in 
Westlock, Alberta in 1906. 

At eighteen he registered at The University 
of Alberta where he earned a Bachelor of 
Arts and a Bachelor of Science in electrical 
engineering. Following his graduation in 1929, 
J. G. MacGregor joined an Alberta electric 
utlility firm, Canadian Utilities Ltd. He 
stayed with this firm for twenty years, and 


rose to the position of General Manager. 

In 1952 he became Chairman of the newly- 
formed Alberta Power Commission and 
continued in that capacity until his retirement 
in 1970. 


J. G. MacGregor is better known, perhaps, 
for his “extra-curricular” activities; his 
chronicles of Alberta, and his efforts to 
interest Albertans in their history. He has 
published ten books which tell the story 
of the province, and has an eleventh in 
progress. Some of the best known are Blankets 
and Beads, 1949, a history of the Saskatchewan 
River; The Land of Twelve Foot Davis, 1952, 
a history of the Peace River Country; and 
his most recent, The Klondike Rush Through 
Edmonton, 1970. 


J. G. MacGregor was President of the 
Alberta Historical Society for five years, 
beginning in 1950. It was during his term of 
office that the Alberta Historical Review 
came into being. In 1958 he was Chairman 
of an Alberta Royal Commission on the 
Development of Northern Alberta. Mr. 
MacGregor is also a governor of the Glenbow- 
Alberta Institute. 


J. G. MacGregor and his wife, Frances, live 
in Edmonton. 


GEORGE STANLEY 


GEORGE FRANCIS GILLMAN STANLEY was born 
in Calgary. After attending Calgary Collegiate 
Institute, he came north to Edmonton, studied 
at The University of Alberta, and earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1929. He then attended 
Oxford University in England as a Rhodes 
Scholar, successively attaining another 
Bachelor of Arts, a Bachelor of Literature, a 
Master of Arts, and a Doctor of Philosophy by 
1936. Returning to Canada, he took a position 
as in the Department of History at Mount 
Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick. 
He was on military leave from 1940 to 1946, 
serving overseas from 1942 to 1945. 

Dr. Stanley was Professor of History at the 
University of British Columbia from 1946 until 
1948. In that year he went to the Royal 
Military College of Canada at Kingston, 
Ontario to become Professor and Head of the 
Department of History. He was Dean of Arts 
at Royal Military College when he left to 
become Professor of Canadian Studies and 
Curator of the Davidson Collection at Mount 
Allison University, a position he still holds. 

Dr. Stanley is one of Canada’s most noted 
historians. His books on Western Canada are 
considered to be among the best of their kind. 
Some of the better known of his works are 
The Birth of Western Canada (1936), Louis 
Riel (1963), and A Short History of the 
Canadian Constitution (1969). Dr. Stanley 
is also a contributor to the Canadian Historical 
Review, Queen’s Quarterly, the Encyclopaedia 
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Britannica and other publications. He served as 
President of the Canadian Historical 
Association in 1955, as Secretary of the Royal 
Society of Canada, Section 11, from 1958 to 
1963. He received a Guggenheim Fellowship 
in 1948 and was awarded the Tyrrell Medal by 
the Royal Society of Canada in 1957. Dr. 
Stanley is one of several people who influenced 
the design of the Canadian flag in 1964, 


MacGREGOR PARSONS 

RICHARD MAC GREGOR PARSONS, senior partner 
of the Parsons Clinic in Red Deer, this year 
completes forty years of continuous medical 
service to the city of his birth. 

MacGregor Parsons finished high school in 
Red Deer and went on to the University of 
Toronto to graduate in Medicine in 1930. He 
completed the necessary surgical training which 
enabled him later to qualify for a Fellowship 
in the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada. 

In 1931, Dr. Parsons joined his father, the 
late RICHARD PARSONS, in medical practice 
in Red Deer. The original Parsons practice, 
established in 1903, is now represented by the 
Parsons Clinic which was developed by 
MacGregor and his brother WILLIAM PARSONS. 

Dr. MacGregor Parsons is also Chief of Staff 
at the Red Deer General Hospital, and is 
District Surgeon for the Canadian Pacific 
Railways, a post which was filled by his father 
before him. He served on the Board of the 
Alberta Division of the Canadian Medical 
Association, and was National President of the 
organization in 1960-61. He was Director of 
Medical Services (Alberta) Incorporated from 
1949 until it was disbanded in 1970. He has 
served as a Director of the Alcoholism 
Foundation of Alberta since 1952, and has 
devoted much of his time to this community 
service. Dr. Parsons is a member of the 
Canadian Association of Clinical Surgeons, 
Western Division, and the International Society 
of Surgeons. 

During the war years 1939 until 1945, Dr. 
Parsons and the late Cc. R. BUNN were the 
only two doctors for Red Deer city and district. 
During this time Dr. Parsons worked almost 
without rest. To this distinguished individual 
three generations of people owe their health, 
and some their lives. 


RALPH F. SHANER 


RALPH FAUST SHANER has taught for fifty 
years at The University of Alberta as Professor 
of Anatomy; every graduate of the School of 
Medicine has sat in his classroom. 

Born in 1893 in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, 
Ralph Shaner studied at Lafayette College in 
Pennsylvania. Here his plans for a law degree 
were thwarted by a professor who sparked the 
student’s interest in biology. Ralph Shaner 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Lafayette in 


1915 and went on to earn a PhD in medical 
sciences at Harvard in 1920. In that year he 
was appointed an instructor in Anatomy at 
the Harvard Medical School. In 1921, Dr. 
Shaner was invited by President H. M. Tory 
of the new University of Alberta to join the 
Department of Anatomy. After checking an 
atlas, Dr. Shaner accepted a position as 
Assistant Professor, and came to Edmonton 
just as the Medical Sciences Building was 
opened. 

In 1927, Dr. Shaner was made Professor of 
Anatomy, and in 1936 he became Head of 
the Department. He retired 23 years later, 
in 1960, and was made Professor Emeritus. He 
has filled annual teaching positions ever since. 

Dr. Shaner is respected by his colleagues 
and students as an outstanding teacher; 
one who encourages imaginative and 
practical first-hand exploration. His own 
research into developmental defects of the 
heart has resulted in numerous publications, 
and findings which daily become more 
significant. Dr. Shaner is also a competent 
student of Hebrew, history, ‘the fungi of 
Alberta, and the scientific philosophy of 
Julian Huxley, a few of the subjects which 
have stirred his interest. 

Dr. Shaner is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada, a member of the American 
Association of Anatomists, and a member of 
the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. He served on the Senate of the 
University from 1950 to 1954, and has 
belonged to almost every scientific and 
cultural organization in the University, 
including the Science Association, the 
Humanities Association, and the Natural 
History Club. His lively intellect and devoted 
service have made Dr. Shaner an integral 
part of the University. 
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